Resident parents during paediatric admissions.
During a 9-month study period, 20% of parents (usually mothers) of children admitted to an acute medical paediatric ward opted to live in the hospital. We compared 34 resident parents with 23 from within the visiting group; the children were group-matched for age and sex. Our findings suggest that a number of resident parents perceive their children as temperamentally vulnerable and that they are in special need of reassurance and explanation. Thought needs to be given to how the hospital can respond optimally to them.